de dibutilo y 2-metiltetracosano.
INTRODUCTION
Nigella sativa locally known as "Kalaunji" is an spicy plant. Its seeds are believed to have carminative, stimulatory and diaphoretic properties [1] [2] [3] . From the oil of its seeds (Nigellidine), sterols like cholesterol, campesterol, stigmasterol, β-sitosterol and α-spinosterol have been identified 4, 5 . Isolation of new saponins, nigelline, nigellimine and nigellicine have also been reported [6] [7] [8] [9] . The present communication reports the identification of main constituents of the fatty oil fraction of N. sativa seeds by GC-MS study.
EXPERIMENTAL
The seeds were purchased from the local market, powdered and extracted in a soxhlet extractor with hexane. Removal of the solvent under reduced pressure left an oily mass. The extract was fractionated on a silica gel column. The column was eluted with different solvents in their increasing order of polarity. The benzene fraction have shown broad single spot. All the fractions of similar TLC pattern were mixed together and the solvent was removed to yield an oily mass which was rechromatographed on an alumina grade III column, which afforded two oily fractions using solvent system hexane: benzene (1:3,v/v) and (1:9,v/v), and designated as I and II respectively. Their TLC examination using benzene: ether: acetic acid (9:1:1,v/v) showed single long spot.
The oil was analysed at the Regional Sophisticated Instrumentation Centre, IIT, Powai, Mumbai by GC-MS.The operating parameters are as follows: 5.5x4 mm id glass column, packed with carbowax 20M (10% on chromosorb W, AW and DMCS treated); helium gas was used as a carrier gas at the rate of 40 ml/min, temp. 
RESULTS
The GC-MS analysis revealed in all the presence of 26 compounds which were identified by comparing their retention time, kovat indexes and by interpretation of their mass spectra 10 . The results and mass fragmentation data are being given in Table I .
The compounds were identified as methyl hept-6-enoate,1-phenylhepta-2,4-dione, pentadecane, hexadec-1-ene, 1-phenyldecan-2-one, octadec-1-ene, octadecane, methyl pentadecanoate, bis (3-chlorophenyl) ketone, diethyl phthalate, ethyl octadec-7-enoate, methyl octadecanoate, tricos-9-ene, octadeca-9,12-dienoic acid, hexadecanoic acid, 
